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 Phonics is a way of teaching children to 
read quickly and skilfully  

 Children are taught to:  

 - Recognise the sounds that each letter 
makes  

 - Identify the sounds groups of letters 
make 

 - Blend sounds together to read a word e.g.  

      c – a – t 

 

 

 

Phonics 



 Research shows that teaching phonics in a 
structured and systematic way is the most 
effective way of teaching young children to 
read.   

 In EYFS and KS1 phonics is taught on a daily 
basis. 

 Children are taught the skills for segmenting 
and blending words. 

 The teaching of phonics continues up to year 2 
as children are introduced to alternative 
graphemes, lesser known sounds and begin to 
learn some of the more complicated spelling 
rules.  
 
 

 

Why teach Phonics 



However, reading is 
not just barking at 

print! 



Understanding what you read is 
imperative.  



Accuracy of reading 
is helped by the 
learning of phonics 
and other reading 
strategies such as 
breaking down 
words into syllables 
and learning to sight 
read.  



Fluency is also 
helped by the 
learning of phonics 
and other reading 
strategies such as 
breaking down 
words into syllables 
and learning to sight 
read.  



The understanding 
of texts is ONLY 
gained through 
discussions 
alongside asking and 
answering questions.  











Learning to read and 

understand a text will help in all 

areas of learning, such as 

reading and interpreting maths 

problems; understanding 

Science and using research 

within topic. 


